Postirradiation Klebsiella pneumoniae-associated necrotizing fasciitis in the western hemisphere: a rare but life-threatening clinical entity.
Necrotizing fasciitis (NF) caused by Klebsiella spp. is a unique entity, particularly, in Asia, where virulent strains of Klebsiella predominate. It is now clear that Klebsiella spp. are capable of causing NF either isolated or in the context of disseminated disease. We present a unique case of NF caused by Klebsiella pneumoniae in the Western hemisphere after radiotherapy in a hospitalized patient with significant comorbidities. Physicians should be aware of nosocomially acquired K. pneumoniae fasciitis after radiotherapy in the setting of chronic comorbidities, such as diabetes and malignancy. Early diagnosis, surgical intervention, and appropriate empirical antibiotics are essential for a favorable outcome in such rare but life-threatening cases of NF.